
RESEARCH INTO POLICY

Contributing to national policy to deliver Veteran-centered, 
high-quality Lung Cancer Screening (LCS) programs
Building upon a decade of research on LCS and shared decision-making (SDM), Dr. Tanner Caverly 
participated in developing national guidelines and a new national VHA directive for LCS programs.

VA PROVE QUERI LCS (2016-2020)
Implementing Guidelines 
for SDM in LCS

Assessed the effect of 
implementing a prediction-
augmented SDM tool for LCS, 
which enables clinicians to identify 
Veterans predicted to benefit most 
from LCS. 

VA HSR CDA (2018-2023)
Implementing Shared 
Decision-Making for 
Cancer Screening in 
Primary Care

Examined how to deliver a 
personalized, effective, Veteran-
centered approach to LCS that is 
also easy to carry out in busy 
primary care settings. 

VA HSR IIR (2023-2027)
Redesigning Preventive 
Care Recommendations 
for Diverse Populations 
of Veterans

Developing new, guideline-level 
methods to support use of tailored 
recommendations, to promote 
more effective and personalized 
care, and reduce disparities. 

VHA DIRECTIVE 1417 (2024)
Lung Cancer Screening Directive for 
VAMCs
Following his work on national guidelines, Dr. Caverly 
helped develop the first VHA directive for LCS.

1 million Veterans eligible for LCS
BEFORE DIRECTIVE:
screening had 
been offered to
33% of 
eligible Veterans

GOAL OF DIRECTIVE:
screening will 
be offered to

100% of 
eligible Veterans

This directive builds on national guidelines by 
establishing VHA policy for implementing guideline 
concordant LCS programs at all VA Medical Centers. 

VA Lung Precision Oncology Program (2023-)
Partnering on several broader QI 
initiatives around LCS

In his role as Deputy Chief Consultant within VA’s National Center for 
Lung Cancer Screening (NCLCS), Dr. Caverly is working on optimizing 
staffing and resources for LCS, studying real-world effectiveness of 
LCS in VA using quasi-experimental methods, and more.  

Dr. Caverly’s work 
informed key 
recommendations 
about prediction 
and SDM in national 
guidelines.


